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2015 Annual Report

Dear Friends,

We know that kids learn better when they go outside to engage in hands
realworld experiences. Our research has proven it, our teachers have attested
and students have shown increased motivation and comprehension because of

s o ¢ The dhalfenge is to support teachers as they design the curriculum and instructi
needed to ensure studentsd experienct
This is where Pacific Education Institute (PEI) makes the difference.

PEI is the only professional development organization that empowers educators
teach realworld science outdoors through its expertly designed, customizable
curriculum strategies, workshops and resources that deepen engagement, save
and highlight the environment, agriculture and natural resources. Additionally, P
creates connections between school districts, educatorspikeled peers,

industry and communities to support educators, advance FieldSsahd

promote career opportunities.

Our Mission
Using the environment as a context,2015 was a pivotal year for PEI. Staff worked hard to create our strategic plan,

the Pacific Education Institute !aunch a new WebsiFe, publish new and revised educator resourcgs, and establi
. .., important partnerships. PEIl expanded our reach to Eastern Washington,
prowdes schools and teachers with supported by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and worked deeply
tools and support to help students with the Shelton School District and Muckleshoot Tribal School to implement
become socially and scientifically FieldSTEM®.
literate citizens, adept at
critical thinking and engaged in
a lifetime of discovery.

The year culminated on a particularly high note when PEI was awarded, througt
competitive process, an Office of Su
contract to launch a FieldSTEM® initiative statewide over the next two years. It |
an honor to be recognized by the state of Washington as the organization to bes
accomplish the |l egislative intent t
English language arts, mathematics, and science with outdoor field studies usin
projectbasedandwodb ased | earning opportunitdi

PEIl is rapidly becoming an organization capable of bringing FieldSTEM® to all
school districts throughout the state and we could not have accomplished this
without the support of our partners, donors, faculty and staff. With this continuec
support, we expect to reach every school district, deepening student engageme
by empowering educators to teach rearld science outdoors.

Margaret Tudor, Ph.D.
Executive Director

Bill Taylor
President, Taylor Shellfish Farms
PEI Board President

Real Life. Real Knowledge.



