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Performance Task: EARTH DAY 

PART 1: Research 
Student Directions: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Steps You Will Follow:  
To plan and write your essay, you will do all the 
following: 

1. Read an article and two flyers. 
2. Watch three videos. 
3. Answer three questions about the reading and 

the videos. 
4. Plan and write your essay. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Directions for Beginning: 

You will now watch the videos and read the article and flyers. Take notes because you may want to 
refer to your notes while writing your essay. You can refer to any of the sources as often as you like. 

 
 

Source Information: 

 
Article: Earth Day Takes Center Stage; New York Times, Up Front Magazine 

 
Flyers: Earth Day Celebration, Marysville, WA 

Earth Day Celebration, Beverly Hills, CA 
 

Video #1: Frank Blair, Greenhouse Warning on Earth Day 1970: NBC News (2:53) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0YLMuPA_Jo  

 
Video #2: Earth Day 1970 Part 13 Conclusion CBS News with Walter Cronkite (2:39) 

https://youtu.be/pCcxIQYdH24 
 

Video #3: Earth Day 1970 A Grassroots Moment That Sparked a Movement (3:27) 
https://youtu.be/IVEHVKB2uKA 

 
 
 
 
 

Your Assignment: 

Planners of your city’s Earth Day events 
are sponsoring an Earth Day essay 
competition to show the significance of 
Earth Day in the past, present and future. 
You will examine several sources about 
Earth Day. Then you will answer three 
questions about what you have learned. In 
Part 2, you will write an explanatory essay 
about Earth Day for the essay 
competition. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0YLMuPA_Jo
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NOTE TAKING TOOL 

Performance Task: EARTH DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOURCE PAST PRESENT FUTURE 

Video #1: 

Frank Blair 

   

Video #2: 

Walter Cronkite 

   

Video #3: 

Earth Day, 1970 
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Performance Task: EARTH DAY 

NOTE TAKING TOOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOURCE PAST PRESENT FUTURE 

Article: 

Earth Day Takes 
Center Stage 

   

Flyers: 

Earth Day 
Celebrations 

   



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 
 

1970: Planet Earth Takes Center Stage 
Smith, Patricia, New York Times Upfront; Oct 25, 2010; 143, 4; ProQuest Research Library, pg. 16 
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Come join the 2012 

Earth Day Celebration 
of the Allen/Quilceda Watershed 

Saturday, April 14th 10am - 2pm Rain or shine! 
Qwuloolt Estuary Restoration Project Site, 

Harborview Park, 4700 60th St. NE, Marysville, WA 98270* 
 

• The first 200 participants get a free Earth Day 
2012 T-shirt. 

• Stamp your shirt with all the parts of a healthy 
watershed. 

• Plant a native tree or shrub to help restore the 
Qwuloolt Estuary. 

• Drop in or stay for the whole event. Registration 
is preferred. 

• Come prepared for all weather conditions and 
to get your hands dirty. Wear sturdy shoes or boots. 

• Plants, tools, gloves, water and snacks will be 
provided for volunteers. 

• To register contact: Stephanie Leeper, 425-328-9205, 
stephanie@soundsalmonsolutions.org 

• *For directions and more information for this event, 
visit Sound Salmon Solutions’ event page: 
http://qr.net/hfjv or scan the below QR code with 
your mobile device. 

• (TTY: 711 or WA Relay Center at 800-833-6388). 
Translation services and accommodations for persons 
with disabilities are available upon request 

QR code-Scan me! 

 

Sponsors: 

mailto:stephanie@soundsalmonsolutions.org
http://qr.net/hfjv


 

 
 

 
 

Come Join the 
Earth Day Celebration 
at the Farmers’ Market 

Learn how to “live lightly” 
on planet Earth 

• Energy Conservation: 
Visit the SoCal Edison Mobile 
Unit and learn about rebate 
programs and appliance buying 
tips. 

 
• Emergency Preparedness: 

Visit the mobile earthquake 
simulator. Emergency kits 
& equipment available for 
purchase. 

 
• Recycling: 

Learn about our two-stream 
waste system. Drop off 
disposable dry-cell batteries 
and printer cartridges. Get free 
compost available in 20-pound 
bags, while supplies last. 

 
And, much more for all ages to 
enjoy! 

 
For more information, contact the 

Beverly Hills Public Works Department 
(310) 285-2467 

www.beverlyhills.org/earthday 

http://www.beverlyhills.org/earthday
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information in the article Planet Earth about the past and future of Earth Day? 
(Claim 4, Target 2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Performance Task: EARTH DAY 

Research Questions for Part 1: 

1. How does the video Earth Day 1970: A Grassroots Moment that Sparked a Movement reinforce 
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events? Cite evidence from both videos in your response. (Claim 4, Target 3) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Performance Task: EARTH DAY 

2. Compare and contrast the tone of the Frank Blair’s summary of the first Earth Day with Walter 
Cronkite’s summary. Which video is most useful in showing the importance of the day’s 



©2014 Pacific Education Institute. All rights reserved. Grades 8-10    Revised Dec 2020 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
the first Earth Day in 1970. (Claim 4, Target 4) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

Performance Task: EARTH DAY 

3. Use information from the flyers and the Earth Day 1970: A Grassroots Moment that Sparked a 
Movement video to describe the nature of current Earth Day events and how they differ from 
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Performance Task: EARTH DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PART 2: Field Investigation 
 
 Students might select an Earth Day activity as a class or as individuals that improves their school campus.  
This could include such activities as tree planting, recycling, or planting a school or community garden.  
Students could also research how Earth Day has been celebrated in their community and suggest ways to 
increase awareness and involvement. 
 
Discussion questions might include the following: 
 

• What is Earth Day, why was it established, and how has it been important to raising awareness 
about the environment? 

• What simple actions might people take to improve the health of the environment? 
• Why is Earth Day still important for now and into the future?  
•  How might we connect with people globally to have a positive impact on the environment? 

 
In addition, teachers may want to consider one or more of the following field investigations: 
 

• National Earth Day Activities: https://www.epa.gov/earthday 
 
Other ideas for field investigations: 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

https://www.epa.gov/earthday
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Performance Task: EARTH DAY 

PART 3: Essay 
Student Directions: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

How your essay will be scored: 
 

1. Statement of Purpose/Focus – how well your response is fully sustained and consistently and 

purposefully focused. 

2. Organization – how well the ideas progress from the introduction to the conclusion using effective 

transitions. 

3. Elaboration of Evidence – how well you provide support evidence for your topic and includes effective 

use of sources.  

4. Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express ideas using precise language that is 

appropriate for your audience and purpose.  

5. Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.  

Now begin work on your essay. 
• Review your notes.  
• Plan your essay using the template provided 
• Write your essay 
• Revise and edit for a final draft 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your assignment: 

Planners of your city’s Earth Day events are 
sponsoring an Earth Day essay competition to show 
the significance of Earth Day in the past, present 
and future. Write an essay that explains the 
historical importance of Earth Day, its current 
emphasis, and what experts suggest as a focus for 
the future. Use information from both print and 
video sources in your essay. 

You will now have time to review your notes 
and sources, plan, draft, and revise your 
essay. You may use your notes and refer to 
the sources. You may also refer to the 
answers you wrote to questions at the end of 
part 1, but you cannot change those answers. 
Now read your assignment and the 
information about how your essay will be 
scored, then begin your work. 
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Performance Task: EARTH DAY 

   
 

  
 

  
  

 
 
 

  
  

  
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning My Essay 
 

Essay Components 
Introduction: Capture the reader’s attention. 
 
 
 
 
Statement of purpose or controlling idea: 
 
 
 
 
Earth Day:  Historical Importance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Earth Day:  Current Emphasis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Earth Day:  Future Focus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: 
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Scoring Notes: EARTH DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. How does the video Earth Day 1970: A Grassroots Moment that Sparked a Movement 

reinforce information in the article Planet Earth about the past and future of Earth Day? (Claim 
4, Target 2) 

 
Analyze/Integrate Information Rubric (Claim 4, Target 2) 

2 • The response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to gather, analyze, and integrate 
information within and among multiple sources of information. 

1 • The response gives limited evidence of the ability to gather, analyze, and integrate 
information within and among multiple sources of information. 

0 • A response gets no credit if it provides no evidence of the ability to gather, analyze, 
and integrate information within and among multiple sources of information. 

 
Scoring Notes: 
Students should cite something specific from the video and from the article that is the same for the 

past and for the future. 
 
Past of Earth Day: The students should address one or the other: 

• Terrible pollution: Rivers on fire, people not able to breathe, species 
disappearing (Bald Eagle) unchecked air and water pollution 

• Political Action:  Protest leading to changes in laws--- i.e., Endangered Species Act, EPA, 
Present/Future: The students should comment on one of the following: 

• Focus on Climate Change 
• Global issues for the present/future (planetary affairs) 

 
2 Point Response should include the following: 

• Earth Day Past: Naming examples of pollution or political action 
• Providing at least one specific example 
• Earth Day Present: Naming climate change or global concerns as a current issue 

The writer needs to link the video explicitly to the article to demonstrate the ability to 
gather, analyze and integrate information between the two sources. 
 
1 Point Response should include the following: 

• One or two of the three is stated 
 
0 Point Response should include the following: 

• None of the three are referenced. The student draws solely from background 
knowledge with no reference to the reading or to the video. 
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Scoring Notes: EARTH DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Score Point 2 Samples 
1. The Grassroots Moment that sparks a movement talks about how in the past new laws 

were being made to protect the environment. It talks about how laws were passed 
about endangered species, clean water and clean air. It also talks about how the 
environmental protection agency was made. In the article Planet Earth, it talks about 
how in 1972 the clean water act was passed. It talks about how in 1978 the endangered 
species act was signed. It talks about how in 1970 the environmental protection agency 
was created. For the future the video talks about climate change. It talks about how 
people are worried about climate change. The article also talks about climate change 
and how climate change has long term effects on the future. 

2. The video Earth Day: 1970: Grassroots Moment that Sparked a Movement reinforces 
the article Planet Earth about the past and future of Earth Day. They both talk about 
how polluted lakes caught on fire, how political actions/context made environment 
movements develop and how the first Earth Day came about. They both talk about how 
the future needs to meet our global climate change problem by creating a new style of 
government that can afford the change. 

 
Score Point 1 Samples     

1. The video mostly reinforced what the article was about. In the video they were saying 
now the smog was so bad that it’s like smoking 2 packs a day. In the article it shows the 
smog coming out of the factory. What mostly was in the video, the article mostly 
elaborated what they showed in the video. More detail in what the laws were, how many 
bald eagles, # of smog alerts, carbon monoxide from then to now. (No mention of 
present / future) 

2. In the video Earth Day 1970, it mentioned a river catching on fire. In the article it says that 
people joked that if anyone fell in the Cuyahoga River they wouldn’t drown, but decay. The 
article later stares that the river caught on fire from the sparks of a passing train. (Past 
comparison only) 

 
Score Point 0 Samples  

1. The problems were shown to all the people. It sparked a movement show how we need 
to act and help get earth back to its happy old self. The only problem for today is the fact 
that volcanoes can go off at any time. But earth day will help us restore the planet. The 
video also stated that the climate is not the way they should be, they’re changing all the 
time. (Off Topic) 

2. It shows us how bad the environment was in the 70’s trying to tell us that we need to help 
earth otherwise it will end up dying. (Vague) 

3. The video Earth Day 1970: Grassroots Moment that Sparked a Movement just basically says 
some information from the article Planet Earth and the video just basically summarizes up 
the article. The video is like the article but shortened up and in video form. (No examples) 
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Scoring Notes: EARTH DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2.Compare and contrast the tone of the Frank Blair’s summary of the first Earth Day with Walter 
Cronkite’s summary. Which video is most useful in showing the importance of the day’s events? 
Cite evidence from both videos in your response. (Claim 4, Target 3) 
 
 

Evaluate Information / Source Rubric (Claim 4, Target 3) 

2 • The response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to evaluate the 
credibility, completeness, relevancy, and/or accuracy of the information 
and sources. 

1 • The response gives limited evidence of the ability to evaluate the 
credibility, completeness, relevancy, and/or accuracy of the 
information and sources. 

0 
• A response gets no credit if it provides no evidence of the ability to 

evaluate the credibility, completeness, relevancy, and/or accuracy 
of the information and sources. 

 
Scoring Notes: 
Students must discuss the tone or attitude of the speaker as depicted in the two videos. They 
must select one video as most useful in showing the importance of the day’s events with 
evidence from both videos in the response. 

Blair: Tone is informational; matter of fact. There is a balance. Strives for neutral approach. 
 
Cronkite: Passionate; emotional appeal, sense of urgency; persuasive; frustrated at everyone; wants 
everyone to get involved--- we all underestimate what is at stake--- confrontational, negative, angry, 
disappointed. The general public missed the point! 

2 Point Response should include the following: 
• Name the tone of each video with evidence 
• Select a video as most useful in showing the importance of the day’s events. 
• State reason for selecting this video related to the importance of today’s events 
• Provide specific evidence from both videos for selecting one over the other 

 
1 Point Response should include the following: 

• Two or three of the above are stated 
 
0 Point Response should include the following: 

• One or none of the above are stated: For example, tone is named but with no 
evidence or explanation. 
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Scoring Notes: EARTH DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Score Point 2 Samples 
1. Frank Blair’s video was very informative. It gave a lot of facts about what places are doing for 

Earth Day and what might happen in the future if we don’t do anything about the pollution. He 
mostly just informed us about what was going on right then. Walter Cronkite’s video was very 
serious. He had a lot of facts about all the bad things that would happen in the future if we 
didn’t do anything for the earth. Most everything he said was very serious. He explained how we 
have to do something, or we will be a lifeless world. Walter Cronkite video was most useful 
because it was explaining basically what would happen if we didn’t have Earth Day events and all 
Frank Blair’s video talked about was what people did on Earth Day. 

2. The tone of Frank Blair’s summary was more informational, not as angry or biased as Walter 
Cronkite’s summary. Though they both were similar in how the goal was to say that no change 
can truly be made till action is taken, Walter’s video was more aggressive than Frank’s. 
Frank Blair’s video is more useful because: 

• His facts aren’t targeting a specific group; there’s no bias point of view. He simply states 
his facts. 

• He doesn’t rant about the lack of participation. All he does that’s truly “demeaning” 
towards Earth Day and the participants is notes the stark, conspicuous difference in 
attitude of the participants to the attitude of the news. 

 
Score Point 1 Samples 

 1. Frank Blair seemed just straight forward, informative, and here is what happened through his 
summary. Whereas Walter Cronkite who seemed to be more concerned. Walter seemed 
mad/disappointed in what people did, which was stay home, let others, younger people, do all 
the work. He also said if we listen and act now, we can have a better place to be in, in the future. 
But, going back to Frank, he stressed that there were so many helping out with the cause; 
protesting, singing, marching, etc. and said nothing about no one really not helping/supporting 
the cause. (did not choose which was better) 

2. The tones were very serious. Frank Blair’s summary is more of what the people did on the first 
day. Walter Cronkite’s summary was more about what people needed to do to save the Earth 
and our survival. Frank Blair’s summary was more useful because he talked about what people 
did to take action to save the Earth and why it was important to do so. (Needs specific evidence) 

3. Frank Blair’s summary was more useful because he said what people were doing, who put on the 
vent, and what their goal was. Frank gave specifics about each event that was in place such as 
how people on Wall Street sang to stop automobile pollution. (No reference to Cronkite video) 

 
Score Point 0 Samples 

 1. In Frank Blair’s video the students went to school with XXXX over their faces to protect them 
from harm or dirt. Sand and dirt were dumped to show and resemble how had the environment 
was. In the Walter Cronkite video, it is stated that most and many people said that they did not 
feel safe and that the environment was very bad. (No reference to tone; off topic) 

2. Well, both mentioned how bad their community was, then people started to clean up after 
“children had to wear gas masks” and “when they forgot what each day meant.” (No tone; no 
evaluation) 
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Scoring Notes: EARTH DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3. Use information from the flyer and the Earth Day 1970: A Grassroots Moment that Sparked a 
Movement video to describe the nature of current Earth Day events and how they differ from 
the first Earth Day in 1970. (Claim 4, Target 4) 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: 
Video:  Week---long celebration; service projects, educational events, eco village art, new 
environmentally friendly products, peaceful, protest rally 
Flyers:  Community improvement projects:  Tree planting; free t---shirt (art activities and 
promotional); education to learn to live slightly; recycling, emergency preparedness; free 
compost and other items that the students may reference, snacks--- peaceful, happy, 
lighthearted, celebrations; harmonious 
First Earth Day: Militant, urgent, protests, actions were dramatic and rebellious; video images of 
severe pollution--- linking earth day to the protest movement of the 60’s--- Political focus rather 
than a community improvement focus--- Endangered Species Act--- Adding jobs to the economy 
 
2 Point Response should include the following: 

• What Earth Day events are like today: Generalization supported by evidence 
• How they are different from the first earth day events in 1970 (reference what 

it was like in 1970 but with main focus on events today 
• Evidence from the flyers 
• Evidence from the video 
• All information should be derived from the video and flyers, not background 

knowledge or personal opinions 
 
1 Point Response should include the following: 

• Some of the above are included. 
 
0 Point Response should include the following: 

• One or none of the above are included. Student primarily writes in generalities, 
uses mostly background knowledge and not evidence from the text, and/or 
writes off topic. 

  

Use Evidence Rubric (Claim 4, Target 4) 

 • The response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to 
cite evidence to support arguments and/or ideas. 

 • The response gives limited evidence of the ability to cite 
evidence to support arguments and/or ideas. 

0 
• A response gets no credit if it provides no evidence of the 

ability to cite evidence to support arguments and/or ideas. 
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Scoring Notes: EARTH DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Score Point 2 Samples: 
 

1. The first Earth Day was more about rallying and protesting pollution as seen in the video. 
The flyers show more of helping the environment like planting trees and shrubs to help 
restore the Qwuloolt Estuary shown in the flyer. Also, today it’s more like helping people 
prepare for natural disasters, learning to recycle, and how to conserve energy. 

 
2. In 1970, people were not happy. Most thought it was an excuse for the Vietnam War. In 

1970, there were many participants. There were rallies, concerts, educational programs, 
etc. But they didn’t do anything to actually help the planet. Now, they have Earth Day 
celebrations where they plant trees, make things fun by getting shirt stamps and other 
things that promote a healthy planet so more people will want to help out. 

 
Score Point 1 Samples: 

 
1. In the 1970 Earth Day events, the people would have pep---rallies about pollution and 

sing songs and dance and do clean u projects. 1 in every 10 people participated. In 
today’s time, people have Earth Day projects where you plant trees and shrubs for the 
environment, and this is resulting in a cleaner and better environment in the future. (No 
clear information from flyers) 

 
2. April 1970 was the first Earth Day movement, but it only involved marches and protesting 

and speeches in order to get people educated on the situation and understand that 
something was happening. Now---a---days, Earth Day is about getting down and actually 
doing hands on activities that will help the environment and having get together with 
people to celebrate Earth Day and donate money to help the cause. (Generalizations 
without specific evidence) 

 
Score Point 0 Samples: 

 
1. Earth Day events today are not as popular as they once were. “Environmental issues don’t 

have the wide bipartisan support they enjoyed 40 years ago.” When the earth’s air got to 
the unbreathable point is when the earth’s people started taking action. They took many 
actions, so the world was eventually healing itself. “Over time, much of the smog 
disappeared…” 
I think that as a human we are very selfish, and we do not take action or give anything up 
unless we have a reason…to and it is affecting us personally. Many people do attend Earth 
Day events but truly, they were much more popular and taken seriously back in the day. 
(The information is not from the videos and the flyers but rather from the article and 
personal opinions.) 
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