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Practice Task: EARTH DAY 

PART 1: Research (approx. 60-90 mins) 
Student Directions: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Steps You Will Follow:  
To plan and write your essay, you will do all the 
following: 

1. Read an article and two flyers. 
2. Watch three videos. 
3. Answer three questions about the reading and 

the videos. 
4. Plan and write your essay. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Directions for Beginning: 

You will now watch the videos and read the article and flyers. Take notes because you may want to 
refer to your notes while writing your essay. You can refer to any of the sources as often as you like. 

 
 

Source Information: 

 
Article: Earth Day Takes Center Stage; New York Times, Up Front Magazine 

 
Flyers: Earth Day Celebration, Marysville, WA 

Earth Day Celebration, Beverly Hills, CA 
 

Video #1: Frank Blair, Greenhouse Warning on Earth Day 1970: NBC News (2:53) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0YLMuPA_Jo  

 
Video #2: Earth Day 1970 Part 13 Conclusion CBS News with Walter Cronkite (2:39) 

https://youtu.be/pCcxIQYdH24 
 

Video #3: Earth Day 1970 A Grassroots Moment That Sparked a Movement (3:27) 
https://youtu.be/IVEHVKB2uKA 

 
 
 
 
 

Your Assignment: 

Planners of your city’s Earth Day events 
are sponsoring an Earth Day essay 
competition to show the significance of 
Earth Day in the past, present and future. 
You will examine several sources about 
Earth Day. Then you will answer three 
questions about what you have learned. In 
Part 2, you will write an explanatory essay 
about Earth Day for the essay 
competition. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0YLMuPA_Jo
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NOTE TAKING TOOL 

Practice Task: EARTH DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOURCE PAST PRESENT FUTURE 

Video #1: 

Frank Blair 

   

Video #2: 

Walter Cronkite 

   

Video #3: 

Earth Day, 1970 

   



Grades 9-10    Revised Dec 2020 
 

 

Practice Task: EARTH DAY 

NOTE TAKING TOOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOURCE PAST PRESENT FUTURE 

Article: 

Earth Day Takes 
Center Stage 

   

Flyers: 

Earth Day 
Celebrations 

   



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 
 

1970: Planet Earth Takes Center Stage 
Smith, Patricia, New York Times Upfront; Oct 25, 2010; 143, 4; ProQuest Research Library, pg. 16 
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Come join the 2012 

Earth Day Celebration 
of the Allen/Quilceda Watershed 

Saturday, April 14th 10am - 2pm Rain or shine! 
Qwuloolt Estuary Restoration Project Site, 

Harborview Park, 4700 60th St. NE, Marysville, WA 98270* 
 

• The first 200 participants get a free Earth Day 
2012 T-shirt. 

• Stamp your shirt with all the parts of a healthy 
watershed. 

• Plant a native tree or shrub to help restore the 
Qwuloolt Estuary. 

• Drop in or stay for the whole event. Registration 
is preferred. 

• Come prepared for all weather conditions and 
to get your hands dirty. Wear sturdy shoes or boots. 

• Plants, tools, gloves, water and snacks will be 
provided for volunteers. 

• To register contact: Stephanie Leeper, 425-328-9205, 
stephanie@soundsalmonsolutions.org 

• *For directions and more information for this event, 
visit Sound Salmon Solutions’ event page: 
http://qr.net/hfjv or scan the below QR code with 
your mobile device. 

• (TTY: 711 or WA Relay Center at 800-833-6388). 
Translation services and accommodations for persons 
with disabilities are available upon request 

QR code-Scan me! 

 

Sponsors: 

mailto:stephanie@soundsalmonsolutions.org
http://qr.net/hfjv


 

 
 

 
 

Come Join the 
Earth Day Celebration 
at the Farmers’ Market 

Learn how to “live lightly” 
on planet Earth 

• Energy Conservation: 
Visit the SoCal Edison Mobile 
Unit and learn about rebate 
programs and appliance buying 
tips. 

 
• Emergency Preparedness: 

Visit the mobile earthquake 
simulator. Emergency kits 
& equipment available for 
purchase. 

 
• Recycling: 

Learn about our two-stream 
waste system. Drop off 
disposable dry-cell batteries 
and printer cartridges. Get free 
compost available in 20-pound 
bags, while supplies last. 

 
And, much more for all ages to 
enjoy! 

 
For more information, contact the 

Beverly Hills Public Works Department 
(310) 285-2467 

www.beverlyhills.org/earthday 

http://www.beverlyhills.org/earthday
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information in the article Planet Earth about the past and future of Earth Day? 
(Claim 4, Target 2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice Task: EARTH DAY 

Research Questions for Part 1: 

1. How does the video Earth Day 1970: A Grassroots Moment that Sparked a Movement reinforce 
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events? Cite evidence from both videos in your response. (Claim 4, Target 3) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Practice Task: EARTH DAY 

2. Compare and contrast the tone of the Frank Blair’s summary of the first Earth Day with Walter 
Cronkite’s summary. Which video is most useful in showing the importance of the day’s 
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the first Earth Day in 1970. (Claim 4, Target 4) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Practice Task: EARTH DAY 

3. Use information from the flyers and the Earth Day 1970: A Grassroots Moment that Sparked a 
Movement video to describe the nature of current Earth Day events and how they differ from 
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Practice Task: EARTH DAY 

PART 2: Essay (approx. 60-90 mins) 
Student Directions: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

How your essay will be scored: 
 

1. Statement of Purpose/Focus – how well your response is fully sustained and consistently and 

purposefully focused. 

2. Organization – how well the ideas progress from the introduction to the conclusion using effective 

transitions. 

3. Elaboration of Evidence – how well you provide support evidence for your topic and includes effective 

use of sources.  

4. Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express ideas using precise language that is 

appropriate for your audience and purpose.  

5. Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.  

Now begin work on your essay. 
• Review your notes.  
• Plan your essay using the template provided 
• Write your essay 
• Revise and edit for a final draft 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your assignment: 

Planners of your city’s Earth Day events are 
sponsoring an Earth Day essay competition to show 
the significance of Earth Day in the past, present 
and future. Write an essay that explains the 
historical importance of Earth Day, its current 
emphasis, and what experts suggest as a focus for 
the future. Use information from both print and 
video sources in your essay. 

You will now have 60-90 minutes to review 
your notes and sources, plan, draft, and revise 
your essay. You may use your notes and refer 
to the sources. You may also refer to the 
answers you wrote to questions at the end of 
part 1, but you cannot change those answers. 
Now read your assignment and the 
information about how your essay will be 
scored, then begin your work. 
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Practice Task: EARTH DAY 

   
 

  
 

  
  

 
 
 

  
  

  
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning My Essay 
 

Essay Components 
Introduction: Capture the reader’s attention. 
 
 
 
 
Statement of purpose or controlling idea: 
 
 
 
 
Earth Day:  Historical Importance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Earth Day:  Current Emphasis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Earth Day:  Future Focus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Except where otherwise noted, this work developed by Pacific Education Institute (PEI) for the Washington Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, is available under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License. All logos and trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpacificeducationinstitute.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CElizabeth.Schmitz%40k12.wa.us%7C41f396bd8007472104cb08d946428fd9%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637618073981325962%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bGDGs0ZeLGXUnzJBFLiT91OzKcAt%2B4CpOx%2Fz7d%2Fj%2BVY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.k12.wa.us/
https://www.k12.wa.us/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcreativecommons.org%2Flicenses%2Fby%2F4.0%2F&data=04%7C01%7CElizabeth.Schmitz%40k12.wa.us%7C41f396bd8007472104cb08d946428fd9%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637618073981335914%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EVtTsbTEYq4W788GWvtudjm9DAMzIqPoHLyx5v1hPjk%3D&reserved=0
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