Aquatic Macroinvertebrate Survey
Aquatic macroinvertebrates are animals without backbones that live in the water and you can see them without a microscope. They include insect larvae, snails, crustaceans, and worms, all important organisms to the food web (bigger animals like to eat them). They have another cool feature for Nature Detectives; the type you find can tell you how clean the water is that it’s in! 
All you need is a key to identify the species and a key that tells you which species are tolerant (can handle) pollution, which are sensitive to it, and which are intolerant to (can’t stand) pollution. You’ll find all you need in this packet.        -Introduction by SeaDoc Society
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Aquatic Invertebrate Survey

Name

River or Creek Date
KEEP ARECORD OF EACH TYPE OF ORGANISM YOU FIND IN YOUR SEARCH

O Observe and record the descriptive features of the invertebrate you are investigating.

3 Determine i they are tolerant or infolrant to poluon; note the number of each found and s
habitat (ool i, gice)

3 Note the stage of development of the macroinvertebrate you find: adult, nymph or larva

3 Towhat functonl feeding group does it belong? Shredder, collector, scraper,or predator?
Look closely at anatomical adaptations for clues

3 Use the handouts provided by your teacher o help with some of the answers.

'COMMON NAME ~ TOLERANT/INTOLERANT 'STAGE OF FUNCTIONAL

& Habitat Each was Found DEVELOPMENT FEEDING GROUP

Totals Totals Totals
Intolerant: Nymphs: Scrapers:
Total Intolerant habitats: Lanze: ‘Shredders:
Tolerant: Adhts: Collectors:
Tolerant habitas: Predators:
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‘Things you should know before using this key.
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Figure 2. Key to Immature Aquatic Insects. Klamath River Education Program ©1992.
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